
Risograph printers were invented in the 1980s in Japan, and are often described  
as a mix of screen printing, offset printing and photocopying. The risograph receives 
your image digitally and makes a stencil by burning tiny pixel holes into a paper 
master. The master is then wrapped around an ink drum, and ink is pushed from  
the drum through the master on to the paper. This all happens one colour at a time, 
so the paper goes through the risograph once for each colour in your design.

At Helio Press we use a Risograph RP3700 named Myrtle. We specialise in zines, 
posters and illustration printing, but we love to experiment and try out something new!

 

Art prints, zines, business cards, flyers, posters, 7” and 10” record covers,  
cassette covers, stickers, post cards, packaging, swing tags, menus,  
certificates, letterheads, the possibilities are endless!

Risograph printers use soy based inks which are not totally opaque, so layering up 
the colour creates some interesting combinations! Same goes for paper colour - 
fluro pink on blue paper will look a little more purple.

BLACK 
Black U 
0, 0, 0 

#000000

FLURO PINK 
806 U 

255, 72, 176 
#FF48B0

RED 
Warm Red U 
251, 66, 56 
#FB4238

BLUE 
3005 U 

0, 120, 191 
#0078BF

ORANGE 
021 U 

255, 108, 47 
#FF6C2F

TEAL 
321 U 

0, 131, 138 
#00838A

BROWN 
7526 U 

146, 95, 82 
#925F52

PURPLE 
2685 U 

118, 91, 167 
#765BA7

SEAFOAM 
GREEN 
570 U 

98, 194, 177 
#62C2B1

LIGHT  
GREY 
424 U 

136, 137, 138 
#88898A

FEDERAL  
BLUE 
288 U 

61, 85, 136 
#235BA8



 
We can print up to A3 paper with 5mm border, so the maximum 
printable area is 410 x 287mm. When using A4 paper, the maximum 
printable area is 287 x 200mm. 

When using full bleed, allow 4mm of bleed area on each side of your 
design, keeping the printable area in mind. Any crop marks required 
will need to be inside the printable area too.

Risograph was not initially designed to print more than one colour, so 
misregistration is inevitable! Please allow for 1-3mm misregistration in 
your design. 

Where necessary, overlap colours by 0.5mm so there are less instances 
of white area poking through when misregistration occurs.

 
It is tricky to align double sided prints perfectly so keep this in mind. 
Go easy on ink coverage for double sided printing, as dense ink can 
transfer onto the other side of the paper.

Roller marks can occur on prints with more than one colour, but can  
be removed with an eraser. Same goes for finger prints.

Heavy ink coverage causes paper jams - please have an area of less 
than 60% of dense ink coverage per layer in your design, or 75% or  
less ink density for larger areas.

The risograph’s paper rollers grab paper on the top 5cm of the sheet, 
so please use light ink coverage in this area.

 
 
Imposition refers to the process of arranging a book’s pages prior 
to printing so that once the printed sheets are folded, bound, and 
trimmed, the pages will appear in the correct order. If you’re printing  
a zine or book with us, please supply your files using this method.

       without trapping       with trapping 



 
 
Our riso can take 70 - 300gsm uncoated paper. 

Our house stock is Envirocare, a nice lightly speckled just-off-white 
100% recycled paper available in 100, 150 and 250gsm, A4 and A3. 
We also have rotating paper options in the studio - check the paper 
section on the PRINT page of the website to see what is currently on  
the shelves. If you’re after something different, get in touch.

 
 
• 5mm border (printable area is 287 x 200mm for A4  
and 410 x 287mm for A3) 
• 4mm bleed if required (within the printable area) 
• Resolution: 300 - 600dpi 
• Sized as final print size (A4 or A3) 
• Greyscale PDF for each colour layer, and a colour jpeg preview  
  of your final print.

Please label files with artwork name, your name, ink colours and  
where appropriate, page number and side. 

 
 

Masters: $8 
A4 impression: 10c 
A3 impression: 15c 
Labor: $50 per hour (most jobs take one hour) 
(Masters for zines are $4 each)

Paper costs: Envirocare 100 and 150gsm is included in the above 
costs, see our paper page for other options and prices.

Example: 2-colour, A4 print on 100gsm envirocare stock, 50 copies.

2 colours x $8 master = $16 
2 colours x $0.10 per impression x 50 copies = $10 
Labour = $50

Total = $76

 
Jobs can be finished within 5 business days of receiving files –  
this may be longer in busy times such as February and December.

Payment must be made before your prints leave the studio.  
We can take bank transfers, card or cash payments upon pick up.

Pick up from Brunswick is free, postage can be calculated at the end 
of the print job when we know what weight your parcel will be. 
 
High resolution scanning, backing boards and archival sleeves are 
available through our great studio mates at Hound & Bone.

www.houndandbone.com.au

Contact us if you have any questions! hi@helio-press.com
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